The United States in the Great War and the Alternate History of the Twentieth Century

Matthew Anstatt
University of Pittsburgh (Pittsburgh PA) The Great War, now called the First World War, was known at the time as the "War to End All Wars." Characterized by death and destruction on a scale not previously known to the world, the decision to enter this conflict was not one to be taken lightly. Many historians consider the United States in the period before the First World War to have been an isolationist power. And yet, in 1917, America found itself embroiled in this most deadly European war.
What led America to enter the war, and is the world better off today for their decision?
The first key in understanding why America entered the First World War is to dispel the myth that America was ever an isolationist power. Since English settlers first began populating the eastern coast of North America, it was clear in which direction they would expand -west.
Their plan to carve civilization out of the pristine landscape of this new landmass was thwarted by the fact that there already existed numerous civilizations between them and the Pacific. As the Anglo population of the New World grew, European civilization expanded further and further into the continent, accessing new ecosystems and harnessing new resources as it went. The nation that would become the United States was engaged in a war of expansion from its very conception. For nearly 400 years, the frontier was the front in this bloody war, known today as the Conquest of the New World, in which White settlers slowly battled the Native Americans into submission.
Though the frontier was not formally closed until the 1920s, the fate of the conflict was decided by the conclusion of the War of 1812 in 1815. From that point forward, Amerindians were given three choices: surrender their way of life and assimilate; begin life on a reservation, usually occupying the most undesirable available territory, only to be moved further west at a later date; or fight, becoming another martyr in the long defeat their people were destined to suffer. Germany, being the most densely populated nation on the European continent, relied heavily on imported food to feed their population. The U.S., by choice or not, was complicit in a siege of Germany and Austria, which resulted in the deaths of between 450,000 and 750,000 German civilians from starvation and malnutrition-related diseases. In this way, American neutrality in the early war was not strictly neutral. had truly showcased its war-making capabilities by single-handedly defeating an established European power. America was now counted among the first-rate powers of the world, but how it used its new position of diplomatic power was yet to be seen. 3 Wilson handled many issues, from the income tax to the Federal Reserve, with the intent of establishing a legacy. There hadn't been a president from the South since before the U.S. Civil War. The presidency had not been in existence for an incredibly long period of time, but it was already evident that those presidents who were remembered best were wartime presidents.
Wilson had already shown that he was not afraid of using U.S. military might to achieve The United States entered into the First World War on the side of the Entente on April 6, 1917. At this point in the war, the Russian Empire was experiencing a violent revolution and had withdrawn from the conflict, closing the Eastern Front and allowing Germany to transfer troops back to the Western Front to focus on fighting the Western Allies. In France, Britain, and Germany alike, war fatigue was growing, and all three nations were seriously considering surrender. The U.S.'s entry into the war was vital at this point for the morale of the western allies. The U.S. had a population and, perhaps more importantly, an industrial capacity that dwarfed those of the European combatants. American military might, when introduced to the war in its late stages, would no doubt decide the victor. As we know, the United States threw in its lot with the Entente.
Had the US thrown its weight behind the central powers, we would live in a very different world today. Many mainstream historians believe that the post-war economic slump and national disgrace of Germany following the First World War lead directly to the Nazis taking power in Germany. 
